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BARRIERS TO UNDERSTANDING
ISLAM
TYT 4 v A GHEAERFEHR)

The average image hold by the oridinary Jap-
anese about Islam includes the following char-
acteristics : anti-knowledge and anti-science, war-
like and terroristic, otherworldly and ascetic,
discriminative towards woman, etcetera. Al
most none of the students know that Islam in-
herits the same basic teachings of Judaism and
Christianity.

In the academic circles, I have encountered
many professors who teach “Comparative Reli-
gions.” Almost all deal with “Judaism, Christi
anity and Buddhism.” To them Islam, a religion
on the basis of which the way of life of 800 mil-
lion peoples around the world is regulated is
non-existent.

A meaningful and effective communication
with or about Islam, of course, necessitates a
correct understanding about Islam itself. How-
ever, there are a number of barriers which pre-
vent such an understanding. These barriers can
be found on at least three levels : (&) the scriptur-
al, (b) the academic, and (¢) mass and individu-
al communication. It may be useful, first of all,
to clarify the position of Islam as a member
of the three religions.

The Position of Islam in the Family of Semi-

tic Religions

Peter Awn in his article on “Faith and Pract-
ice”, among others, refers to Islam as follows.

“The revelations' transmitted to the Prophet
Muhammad emphasize Islam’s continuity with
earlier Semitic religions. According to Muslim
tradition, God chose Abraham to be the father
of monotheism and created through his two
sons, Isaac and Ishmael, the Israelite and the
Arab nations, respectively. In the same way He
chose Moses to receive the Torah on Mount Sin-
ai, elected Jesus to preach the good news of sal-
vation in the Gospels, and appointed Muham-
mad as the seal of the prophets through whom
He communicated His final revelation in Arabic,
the Quran.” (Islam : The Religious & Political
Life of a World Community, (ed.) Marjorie Kel-
ly, Praeger Special Studies, New York, 1984).

In other words, the Muslims are taught by
the Quran and the traditions of Muhammad
that their religion is an integral part of Allahs

teaching which has been taught from Adam th-

rough Abraham, Moses, Jesus down to Muham-
mad. On the other hand, to the believers of Ju-
daism, Christianity is misguided teaching, whi-
le to Judaism and Christianity alike, Islam is
so perverted that it must be rejected or entirely
ignored.

There is one other important reason why Is-
lamic existence must be dismissed when seen
from Judaism and Christianity. Let me quote
Prof. Awn again.

“The Quran, as Gods final revelation, does
not, however, abrogate the Jewish and Chris-
tian scriptures that preceeded it. More precisely,
the Qur’'an serves as a‘“corrective”of the previous
revelations, for the Jewish and Christian com-
munities, Muslims insist, (as told them by the
Qur’an-ed) the Torah and the Gospels must be
read through the eyes of the Qur’an and revised
wherever conflicts arise.” (op.cit.,p. 2)

“Correctives” in the Qur’an

This article limits itself to five “conflicts” in
the teachings among the three religions. The
Qur’an considers 1t lmperative to convey the
following “correctives.”

1. The Concept of Original Sin

The Qur’an does not countenance the teaching
of original sin. The Qur’an reveals the follow-
ing. “We indeed laid a commandment on Adam
aforetime, but he forgot; yet We did not discov-
er in him any determination to disobey (20 :
116). Further, “Adam thus disobeyed and fell
into error. Then his Lord chose him for His
Grace and turned to him with mercy and guid-
ed him."” (20 :122-3)

With banishment from the Garden and God's
Mercy, the sin was forgiven.

2. Jesus’ Death on the Cross

The Qur’an revealed that the Jews indeed at-
tempted to kill Jesus on the cross (5 :111).
But he did not die on the cross but fainted and
was taken down while in that condition (2 : 73
and 4 :158). In fact, God had promised to save
Jesus from death on the cross (3 : 55, 56).
“Allah reassured Jesus : 1 shall cause thee to
die a natural death.”

3. The Concept of Trinity

Islam does not teach the concept of Trinity.
According to Islam there is only one God.
“God is eternal. He did not beget and was not
begotten” (112 : 3 ). Another verse revealed.
“They allege Allah has taken unto Himself a
son” (2 :117). Further,”Proclaim : He is Allah,



the Single ; Allah, the Self-existing and Besought
of all. He begets not, nor is He begotten ; and
there is none like unto Him” (30 : 112).

4. The Prophethood of Muhammad

According to the Qur’an, the advent of the pro-
phethood of Muhammad was foretold in earlier
scriptures. Deuteronomy, the Book of Moses,
speaks of the rising of a prophet from among
the brethren of Israelites, i.e. the Ishmaelites
or the Arabs. Part of the passage is as follows :

“I will raise them up a prophet from among
their brethren, like unto thee, and I will put my
words into his mouth ; and he shall speak unto
them all that I shall command him (Deuterono-
my, 18).

Further, Isaiah XXI ,7 declares “He saw two
riders, one of them was a rider upon an ass,
and the other a rider upon a camel, he harken-
ed diligently with much heed.” Islam interprets
the rider on the ass as Jesus Christ, because he
so made his entry into Jerusalem, and by the
rider of a camel is meant the Prophet of Arabia,
in which country the camel is the common
means of conveyance. (Ali Akbar, God and
Man : The Holy Qur’an aud Science, Sun-U Book
Co., Kuala Lumpur, 1987)

‘Also, the Gospel of St. John, 14 : 15, 16 ; 25,
26) conveys the prophecy of the coming of the

Parakletos, meaning the “illustrious or renown-
ed.” Furthermore, in the Gospel of St. Barna-
bas, the prophecy of the coming of Muhammad
was also made. This Gospel was condemned
by the Christian Council 300 years before the
birth of Muhammad.

5. The role of Isaac and Ishmael

The Qur’an makes mention of both Isaac and
Ishmael as the sons of Abraham. The difference
lies in the roles played by the two brothers.
When God ordered to sacrifice his son, Christi-
anity relays that it was Isaac who was to be
slain. The Qur’an conveys it was Ishmael (37 :
103-106).

Even today, Muslims all over the world faith-
fully observe the “Idul Qurban” or the “Festival
of Sacrifice” in commemoration of the exem-
plary acts of both Abraham and Ishmael.

By way of conclusion, it must be noted here
that of late there are ecumenical movements
which seek closer collaboration between the th-
ree monotheistic religions. The Vatican, it is of
great significance to observe, has made an offi-
cial declaration in 1974 which recognized that

“Islam shares in the worship of the same God
with the followers of Catholicism.”

The Qur’an itself is a call to unity among the
Peoples of the Books under God. -+
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% f : Dr. Sheila Ramsey (Training Director
at Intercultural Relations Institute, Cali-
fornia, TTEBREBHAFEMHIR)
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