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The field of intercultural communication
has mostly been paying attention to cultural
differences on the precept, at best, that in or-
der to transcend "the limits of individual cul-
tures," man "must first recognize and accept
the multiple hidden dimensions of the
nonverbal side of life" (Hall, p. 2). Itis com-
monly admitted that the hidden dimension
comprises an important part of culture.

The two main concerns of the field, there-
fore, have been (1) understanding different
cultures and (2) communication problems
caused by the lack of cultural understanding.
The point is that the field has not been very
much concerned about communication per se.
As the world of communication expands, link-
ing, via world-wide communication and trans-
portation networks, almost all places and
people on the earth, we have to talk about the
possibility, and even the existence, of 'good'
communication despite cultural differences,
not communication difficulties because of
them. In other words, we have to find a theo-
retical basis for world-wide communication
(see Hirai, for example).

My contention is that one possible basis
may be to emphasize the concept of civiliza-
tion rather than that of culture. There are sev-
eral assumptions underlying this contention.
They are: (1) 'Culture' epitomizes the static,
patterned, and one-time/area phase of human
society, whereas 'civilization' the dynamic,
ever-changing, and historically developmen-
tal one; (2) 'Culture' presupposes separation
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and closedness, and, thereby, differences
among cultures, whereas 'civilization' diffu-
sion and universality, and, thereby, common-
alities beyond individual cultures; (3) Modern
civilization, unquestionably having originated
in the West, though, has spread and is spread-
ing via communication to non-Western areas,
surpassing indigenous cultural values and
unifying the world with its modern value sys-
tem: and, finally, (4) Modern civilization,
therefore, is not exclusively Western any more
but universal in that its mental values as well
as its material ones are shared by many non-
Western peoples.

The following discussion addresses (1)
some rhetorical inconsistencies probably
caused by the identification of culture with
civilization (see Buell, for example); and (2)
the idea of universal civilization held by
Fukuzawa Yukichi at the beginning of the
Japanese modernization process.

In his controversial Foreign Affairs article,
Samuel P. Huntington seems to solely identify
Western civilization with Western cultural val-
ues, obviously being confused in his rhetoric
when describing modern civilization in non-
Western countries.

Western civilization is both Western and
modern. Non-Western civilizations have at-
tempted to become modern without becoming
Western. To date only Japan has fully suc-
ceeded in this quest. Non-Western civiliza-
tions will continue to attempt to acquire the
wealth, technology, skilis, machines and weap-
ons that are part of being modern. They will
also attempt to reconcile this modernity with
their traditional culture and values (p. 49).
Huntington states that Japan is civilized

and modern but not Western. He implies that
Japanese modernity is embodied by its wealth,
technology, skills, machines and weapons, but
that in other aspects of life Japan is still "Japa-
nese." However, I hold that the Japanese mo-




dernity (and civilization, too) is basically
Western and all-emcompassing. Japanese
weapons, for example, are as Western as those
of the United States.

Will the process of modern civilization of a
non-Western country be that of reconciliation
or eradication of tradition? The Japanese ex-
perience tells us the process will substantially
be that of eradicating traditions both materi-
ally and mentally. The Japanese culture and
values which have accelerated modernity are
basically Western, or what the Japanese
learned from the West.

Huntington's rhetoric of reconciliation ap-
pears to stem from two classical assumptions,
the separation between material and mental,
and the total identification of modernization
with Westernization. What Huntington wants
to say, it seems to me, is that Japan has materi-
ally been Westernized but mentally has not,
and that, therefore, Japan is an enigma. In my
view, there is no enigma about Japan: What
enabled it to accumulate its wealth and de-
velop its technology is nothing but capitalism,
both capitalist materialism and mentality (for
the capitalist mentality itself, refer to Max
Weber's theory of Protestantism and capital-
ism, for example).

Arifin Bey, an Islamic professor of political
science and former Indonesian diplomat, duly
criticizes Huntington, saying, "Huntington's
warning of a 'Clash of Civilization' is represen-
tative of ...a belligerent mind" (p. 60). "How-
ever, when it comes to Japanese civilization
and culture, Bey agrees with Huntington "that
Japan, culturally speaking, is neither in the
West nor in Asia" (p. 68). But Bey continues,
asking, "But why should Huntington suggest
'the incorporation' of Japan into the Western
camp?" Bey's view is: "Japan may 'join the
West' from the practical-material calculations,
but the country would not be able--for a long
time yet--to engage into what is often called
'heart-to-heart-dialogue [with the West]"
(p.68).

In Bey's comment, there are at least two
points directly related to the discussion of the
present article. One is that, like Huntington,
Bey also seems captured by the duality of ma-
terial civilization and spiritual culture. When
Bay says that Japanese culture is neither West-
ern nor Asian, he is agreeing with Huntington
that Japanese civilization is unique in itself (p.

64). But neither Bey nor Huntington specifies
the cultural uniqueness that has supposedly
helped develop Japan's material Westerniza-
tion. To say that a non-Western culture is
unique and that even its monolithic modern-
ization is a result of mixing (or using
Huntington's term, 'reconciliation') of its
unique culture with Western material civiliza-
tion may please anybody except Western cul-
tural imperialists, but it wouldn't explain any-
thing about the development of modern civili-
zation in a non-Western country and its tradi-
tional culture.

The other thing that interests me in the
above comments of Bey's is the rhetoric he
uses when he refers to Japan's inability to
communicate (in Bey's term, 'dialogue’) with
the West. Bey implies this inability stems from
either the Japanese mind's incomplete West-
ernization or its uniqueness, that is, its indig-
enous culture being different from that of the
West. In either case, he detects the cause of
the inability in the difference in mentality.
Again, Bey's rhetoric confirms my pointin this
article: If cultural differences are too much
emphasized, then the inability to communi-
cate will also be emphasized.

Is there any way of overcoming the West-
ern cultural chauvinism that regards Western
materialism in a non-Western country as an
enigma, as well as the non-Western assertion
of indigenous cultural values? In a non-West-
ern country, the general tendency seems to be
that the stronger the drive to accept material-
istic modern civilization, the more intensified
is the mentality to assert its indigenous cul-
ture. This happened in Japan some 150 years
ago, 100 years later ending with the defeat,
both material and spiritual, in World War IL
Therefore, the Japanese experience of mod-
ernization may help to explicate this point.

At the beginning of the Meiji era (1868-
1912) Fukuzawa Yukichi, one of the enlighten-
ment movement leaders at that time, thought
that the most difficult problem with Japanese
modernization (according to him, 'civiliza-
tion') lay not in materialistic Westernization,
which, he argued, could be obtained by money
and labor, but in the development in the Japa-
nese people of the "mind of civilization,"
which, he firmly believed, had enabled the
West to develop modern civilization. He also
thought that the mind of civilization was com-




prised of scientific ways of thinking, not only
in natural science but also in the social sci-
ences. He called these sciences jitsugaku
('practical scholarship'), and fought against
traditional Confucian and Shintoist values to
promulgate the jitsugaku thought.

He studied English, and, through it, West-
ern civilization, as it was depicted in Frangois
Guizot's General History of Civilization in Eu-
rope and Henry Thomas Buckle's History of
Civilization in England. He studied and appre-
ciated Western civilization because it was the
most developed state of civilization in the
mid-19th century, and also because there was
nothing comparable to Western civilization
that the 'half-civilized' Japan could aim to at-
tain when it started to modernize. In other
words, Fukuzawa studied, and encouraged his
disciples to study, Western scholarship not to
allow Western domination of the Japanese
mind but to develop the mind of civilization,
which in turn would help develop a Western-
type material civilization in Japan. Again, to
him, Western material civilization stemmed
from the mind of civilization, which happened
to be monopolized only by the West at that
time but which could be attained by Japanese
people, too. It should be noted that in
Fukuzawa's philosophy of civilization there
was no contradiction either between material
and mind or between Japan and the West in
terms of developing civilization. The only ma-
jor conflict he found was between traditional
values and civilized ones.

In conclusion, it is undeniable that there
are different cultures on the earth. To empha-
size cultural differences too much, however,
may theoretically and practically hinder
world-wide communication. If modern civili-
zation, Western, if you like, is the present step
non-Western countries aim to reach, to em-
phasize Fukuzawa's idea of the "mind of civili-
zation," the mentality shared by modern and
civilized people regardless of culture and na-
tionality, may help accelerate communication
and cooperation for further civilization not
only between the West and, using
Huntington's term, "the Rest" but also among
all cultures and nations on this globe.
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A Perspective on Sports Culture
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This essay examines conceptualization of sport over the
last few decades. In particular, I discuss the issue of view-
ing sport as a crucial component of culture.
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In this short article, I propose that gender is a critical re-
search variable for cross-cultural studies from the perspec-
tive of assertiveness. Assertiveness is regarded as an indi-
vidualistic interpersonal-oriented behavior and as a mea-
sure of interpersonal communication competence in the
U.S. If the United States is as markedly individualistic a
society as often represented, why do so many American
women go to assertiveness training?
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The Summer Institute for Intercultural
Communication 1995

Session 1: July 19-21, 1995
Session 2: July 24-28, 1995
Session 3: July 31-August 4, 1995
Internship Session: July 14-29, 1995
For more information, please contact:
The Intercultural Communication Institute
8835 SW Canyon Lane, Suite 238, Portland,
Oregon 97225 USA
Phone: 503-297-4622 Fax: 503-297-4695
E-mail: ici®@pacificu.edu
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We have received an intellectually pro-
voking article from Prof. Hirai for this issue.
We always welcome your reactions and con-
tributions, as we hope this newsletter will
serve as a forum for discussion on the
intercultural issues.




