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NEWSLETTER: Intercultural Communication
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Prospects for
Intercultural Communication Studies

&=HE M (Furuta,Gyo)

In commemoration of the 10th anniversary of this
institute, the activities of the institute will be re-
viewed and several proposals will be given for the
intercultural communication studies in Japan.
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Nagoyan Culture
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In intercultural studies, Japanese have
long been classified as a homogeneous cul-
tural group as compared to the racially and
culturally highly diversified Americans. How-
ever, even within Japan, there are many dif-
ferent cultures. Generally speaking, an area
away from the big cities likely preserves its
own tradition and culture. Unexpectedly,
while Nagoya is the fourth largest city in Ja-
pan, it has a unique culture and lifestyle. For
instance, Nagoya’s unique wedding customs
are well known throughout Japan.

I hadn’t realized that Nagoya was different
and was the butt of a rash of jokes until I left
Nagoya to study in the U.S.A. some years ago.
When I arrived in the U.S.A., I received a call
from a Japanese student. “Hi, I'm Takashi from
Shiga-ken. Where are you from?” As soon as I
answered, “I'm from Nagoya”, he started to
giggle and said, “Oh, you’re a bumpkin from
Nagoya! I've never met anyone from Nagoya.
Say some Nagoya dialect for me.” I spoke
some, then, Takashi burst into laughter and
couldn’t stop. I couldn’t understand why he
was so amused.

A popular comedian in Japan called
Tamori, was credited with setting-off the
Nagoya-bashing craze. On stage in Tokyo he
mimicked Nagoyans and said, “Nagoyans call
ebi-furai[fried shrimp] ebi-furyaa. They like
ebi-furyaa so much that they eat it all the time.
What weird people they are!” Since the mya or
nya sound is often added to the end of a verb
in the Nagoya dialect, Tamori made fun of
this; “Nagoyans vocalize inscrutable sounds

such as mya-mya and nya-nya. They must be
cats for making such noises. No wonder, they
like eating ebi-furyaa!” (Cats say nya nya to
Japanese ears, rather than meow.) Tamori’s
mimicry delighted the envious Tokyo audi-
ence, as Tokyoites had long wanted some ex-
cuse to criticize, for Tokyo is a mongrel mix-
ture of people from all over Japan with few
authentic local customs and traditions left.

As Tamori’s popularity increased, the me-
dia started to dig up all sorts of other funny
stories about Nagoya, mainly to do with
Nagoya’s alleged inaka or rural characteris-
tics: (1) No one knows that Nagoya airport is
an international airport. (2) There are no
tourist spots and no unique local souvenirs
except boring uiro rice cakes and kishimen
noodles which look and taste like mushy tape
worms! (3) Nagoyans’ fondness for smother-
ing all food in red miso paste is a sure sign of
an unsophisticated yokel palate. (4) Stingy
Nagoyans maintain the highest savings rate in
Japan.

Later, the media’s focus shifted to the
Nagoya’s extravagant weddings. The total cost
for a Nagoyan wedding varies but is said to be
usually between six and ten million yen. The
bride’s family is supposed to take care of all
the expense, most of which is spent on the
huge dowry. The bride’s dowry includes all
kinds of furniture, electrical equipment,
clothes and expensive kimonos, and often a
new car. The whole lot is delivered to the
groom’s house on trucks with glass sides to
show it off. The more trucks, the more it
shows the bride’s family’s wealth and respect
for the groom’s family. It is said that having
three daughters in one family in Nagoya can
make the family go bankrupt.

To seek the reason why Nagoya, even in
modern times, has managed to hold onto so
many of the old traditions, we must look into
the history of the area. The three most power-
ful shoguns or military leaders who governed
Japan in the 1600s were all from Aichi prefec-
ture where Nagoya is the center. They were
Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and
Tokugawa Ieyasu. The last and the most pow-
erful shogun, Tokugawa leyasu, was the most
famous, since his family unified and governed
Japan peacefully for 300 years. One of
Ieyasu’s political policies was to send his close
relatives to other parts of Japan to become re-




gional lords. The regional lords continued to
prosper in their regions so that it’s been said
that Nagoya’s characteristics spread through-
out Japan due to Ieyasu’s policies in those
days and helped establish the basic Japanese
spirit for modern history.

However, each region took its own histori-
cal path. For instance, Nagoya has historically
been fortunate enough to have had very few of
the worst natural disasters in Japan. In mod-
ern times, thanks to the lower land tax in
Nagoya and the city’s economic success,
Nagoyans didn’t have to move to other parts
of Japan to look for jobs and they could pre-
serve their traditional customs.

The problems arise when Nagoyans face
intercultural encounters which include com-
munication with Osakans and Tokyoities. To
the laid back Nagoyans, Osakans’ business-ori-
ented attitude is very powerful. Nagoyans are
easily influenced to speak the Osaka dialect
when they are with the proud Osakans. As
things in Tokyo are in order and Tokyoities
are busy walking and going to their work,
Nagoyans always get lost as soon as they arrive
in Tokyo. Nagoyans try to stop busy
Tokyoities on the street, but in vain.
Nagoyans get stunned by the Tokyoities’ cool
manner of answering questions and by their
quick disappearance.

Nagoyans are even worse in international
communication situations. As there are not as
many foreigners in Nagoya as in Osaka and
Tokyo, Nagoyans generally get extremely
overwhelmed meeting a foreigner in person.
It is similar to when Japanese saw Douglas
McArthur the first time after the war. Many of
my foreign friends claim that they receive
more “Gaijin!” stares in Nagoya. As Nagoyans
are not as direct as Osakans and Tokyoities,
they are disadvantaged in international busi-
ness negotiations. However, as an advantage,
the Nagoyans’ English pronunciation is good
due to their ability in pronouncing the sound
between ‘a’ and ‘e’ in the Nagoya dialect. In
other words, they are able to pronounce “cat”
better than non-Nagoyans. The Nagoya dia-
lect can be used as an ice-breaker topic with
foreigners. Nagoyan culture should appeal to
the people in other collectivistic cultures.

In other words, Japanese culture is in real-
ity Nagoyan culture. Nagoyans have not pro-
moted themselves successfully in Japanese

history, but now Nagoyans should be proud

for expressing the old Japanese spirit which

may appeal to the world. (Kimiko Akita is lec-
turer at Nagoya Women's Junior College of

Commerce.)

References

Akita, Kimiko. 1994. Nagoya---Joke Town?
Avenues, 55. p.5-7.

Iwanaka, Yoshihumi. 1992. Mysteries about
Nagoya [Nagoya no nazo dagya]. Tokyo:
KK Best Sellers.

Iwanaka, Yoshihumi. 1993. Mysteries about
Nagoya once again[Mappen Nagoya no
nazo dagya]. Tokyo: KK Best Sellers.

RBADIIa=H—a>
— [RORBET] 2> T—
Communication Style
of Kyotoites
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"Kyo no Bubu-zuke" represents the communication
style of Kyotoities. Kyotoities express their hospi-
tality, but they hesitate to give mental and material
burdens to each other. The long history of Kyoto as
a capital has promoted a sensible communication
pattern, which embarasses strangers.
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Ibunken Summer Seminar
Education & Research for Intercultural Com-
munication : Toward a Multicultural Society
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Intercultural Communication Institute

The 6th Ibunken Summer Seminar was held for four
days, 28th to 31st August, at British Hills in
Fukushima Prefecture with the participation of
more than 60 people. The program included a lec-
ture by Prof. T. Kinoshita, five workshops by promi-
nent scholars and educators, and six presentations
on on-going research topics, etc.
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California State University, Fullerton Confer-

ence

Time: March 21-22,1997

Place: California State University, Fullerton

Topics: Communication from Individualistic
and Collectivistic Perspectives

Dead line: November 15, 1996

(Papers will be accepted if you can send them

by December 5 by fax.)

Four copies of complete papers or extended

abstracts (2-3 pages)on any aspect of the

above listed topics should be addressed to;

Prof. Bill Gudykunst

Department of Speech Communication, Cali-

fornia State University, Fullerton, CA 92634.

FAX: 714-773-3377

BOMEREEfLII 2= — 3 3 Y R5k

HIE : 19974E3 A26 H (K)~30H (H)

B TVIFMT N

= ERREMEII 25—V a3 FER

7 — ¥ : Intercultural Relations:

Communication and Linguistic Perspectives

MWEheik:

TI150 H“EX%E4-4-25
SLUFRAFERBARETE ABET
FAX:03-5485-0782

19974EHA I I a=F — ¥ 3 VIR ERE

HEF © 1997455 17H () 18 H(H)

2% mIlKRY (AdEm)

BEE I r—YarofiEss, BANE T —

< EWE - W - |EE LSRR K E4~5%

A8 1996512 140 (4)

WRFERD Y A P, SOFRENEE (HEXDHE

2507 H2E) . KA. PTB. P, EE/7 7 v 7 A%

TR TRANEFOI L ©

T466 AEEMEFXILEITS FILKFIERE
FHMABERII 2= — Y a YR ERE
HHR W —

HAaIa=r—3Ya yIREERHRLVRIHFY
[[AZEH%E & ) ECHF#5008F 0 B AR ABIZE#IC L % 2
Sanh—varMEBEORTESEEL TV A
T L7 LBEHWALET, BfE, BHLTBY
F3OT, ZIFETFHATFTI V.




