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Two research programs are under way at the In-
tercultural Communication Institute of Kanda Uni-

They are (1)Re-
search on Theory Building and (2)Research on Inter-

versity of International Studies.

cultural Communication History. As a research mem-
ber on both programs, I should like to emphasize the
potential of the study in intercultural history from

communication perspectives.
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Rhetoric of Political Rites
BrarnERICHBD LU MU v

Duane L . Olson
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In recent years a number of researchers
have noted the importance of examining the
ritual characteristics of politics (e.g.
Edelman). More recently Hariman has treated
what he refers to as political style, a "reper-
toire of rhetorical conventions" relying on aes-
thetic qualities for political effect. My own in-
terests have followed in a similar vein, specifi-
cally inquiring how ritual functions rhetori-
cally, and attempting to identify characteris-
tics that mark ritual forms of discourse. I
treat here some observations made in examin-
ing the accession rites of the present Japanese
Emperor Akihito, a series of rituals held over
several months beginning in 1989 and ending
in late 1990.

From a rhetorical perspective, one aspect of
ritual that warrants the critics attention re-
lates to the characteristic of ritual as having
by definition a prescribed nature. While ritu-
als, like imperial rites, are often altered, and
new rituals are created, an important quality
linked to a rite's effectiveness emerges through
performance by creating the appearance of
having a prescribed fixed form. (In the case of
new rites, this "fixing" can be accomplished by
rhetorically anchoring the rites to the prevail-
ing ideology.) In the case of Akihito's rites,
these "prescriptions" were largely viewed as
Though
people who have studied the rites are aware of

having originated in prehistory.

many additions and significant changes made
in the ritual program after the Meiji Restora-
tion, part of the rites' overall effectiveness de-
rives from their authenticity; in this case
growing largely from the degree to which they
are seen by the audience as representing the
Imperial Household in all it's antiquity (omit-
ting here for the moment the obviously modern
additions like the motorized procession). This

is not always a necessity for successful rites,
but became an important factor in Akihito's
rites because this "antiquity" and tradition
were used as arguments for holding the rituals
according to the forms they ultimately took.
The "prescribed" qualities of the rituals
also suggest questions of authorship, in classi-
cal rhetorical terms, on what might be referred
to as the ethos of ritual performance. Who or
what does the prescribing? In the case of
Akihito's rites the ostensible "prescribers"
tend to coalesce around the powerful argu-
ments of tradition and the national identity
While traditions
may affect the people who share them at an

that tradition represents.

unconscious level at times, they none-the-less
frequently, as was the case in the accession
rites, reflect conscious choices. Performance of
public rites contain messages of who their au-
thors think or believe they were in the past,
who they are in the present, and who they
want to be in the future. While there was con-
siderable debate among people involved about
particular ritual prescriptions and proper
forms and usages of ritual artifacts, much of
the political debate that arose centered around
how and in what ways the ritual could be inter-
preted. Simply put, the debate centered
around the defining function of the rites.

As a ritual type, Akihito's accession rites
can be seen more specifically as rites of pas-
sage, a marking of the end of the Showa Era
and the beginning of the new Heisei Era. As
verbalized in the pronouncements accompany-
ing the ceremonies, they concluded the old
with praise for the past accomplishments of
the Showa Era and Emperor Hirohito, reaf-
firmed the moment by reflecting on what Ja-
pan is now, and moved forward by expressing
hopes for the future, "peace, prosperity, and
the well-being of mankind." Such pronounce-
ments offered verbal definitions to clarify the
ritual program. For the authors of the rites
(and this includes those in the Imperial House-
hold, Government, and others brought in to
help in the design and production), they served
as a partial expression of Japan's national
identity. The rituals represented the rhetori-
cal process through which the new Emperor
came to 'mean' as the "symbol of Japan and the
unity of the people."”

For this message to be credible seemed to
require that the rites somehow create the pre-




scribed or fixed quality discussed above. In the
case of Akihito's ceremonies this quality was
presumed to derive from a (literally) unques-
tionable ancient tradition. As only a small por-
tion of the audience had any memory of the last
time the accession rites were held in 1928 for
the Showa Emperor, the ritual prescriptions
needed to be explained and interpreted. Very
early in the ritual planning stages this led to
considerable debate over what rites to hold,
how and what changes to make, how to fund
them, and, ultimately, what precisely these
rites of passage would mean. Such debate had
the reverse effect of weakening the overall
message of the rites by exposing their unfixed
qualities, demonstrating their (along with the
Emperor) susceptibility to being used for po-
litical ends, and the disparate views over just
what the rites and the Emperor as "symbol"
could or should mean.

Rituals serve a broader function of reaf-
firming group membership by rehearsing
shared values and world views. When rituals
fail in that expression, they ultimately fail or
are weakened, depending as they do in large
part upon aesthetic and emotional responses
from the audience/participants for effect.
While the ambiguity of statements made by
many interpreters of Akihito's rites offered ea-
ger spectators the latitude to read into the cer-
emonies meanings suited to their own world
views, the debate and subsequent
politicization of the rites ultimately weakened
their rhetorical effect as national rites of pas-
sage into the new Heisei Era.

(Assistant Professor at Seinan Gakuin Univer-
sity)
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Political Communication
as a New Field of Study

$57K 18 (Suzuki, Takeshi)

This essay puts forth the argument that "Politi-
cal Communication" needs to be developed as a new
field of study in Japan. First, politicians nowadays
are frequently called upon to conduct public discus-
sion. Next, people in local areas are beginning to
protest against the imposition of policies by the Na-
tional Government. Finally, mass media should
function as a forum where public arguments can be
debated.
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Why Political Debate is Lacking
in Japan
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An increasing number of journalists and com-
munication scholars in Japan argue that political
debate in the Diet is insufficient and that politi-
cians should get more actively involved in political
debates. Given politically inactive voters, however,
those politicians do not dare to take the risk of
standing out and being criticized by their fellow
If it is necessary to help facilitate politi-
cal debate, the most fundamental but effective rem-

Dietmen.

edy, though it takes time, seems to be to nurture a
more politically active population.
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Nomura, N. (1980). Patterns of interpersonal criticism
in Japan and the United States. Master's thesis, San Fran-
cisco State Univ.

Nishimura, Y. (1988). A comparative study of the per-
suasive techniques in Japanese and American TV commer-
cials in relation to selected cultural factors. Master's thesis,
South Dakota State Univ.

Hasegawa, N. (1990). Heroes and heroines in Japanese
comic magazines: An analysis of sex role stereotypes.
Master's thesis, Univ. of Kansas.

Ueda, T. (1990). Process of intercultural adjustment: An
exploratory study. Master's thesis, Kobe City University of
Foreign Studies.

Yano, Y. (1991). A cross-cultural analysis of Japanese
and American courtship styles in romantic films in the
1980's. Master's thesis, The Univ. of Hawaii.

Narahara, K. (1992). Japanese-Mexican communication
in a Japanese Maquiladora. Master's thesis, The Univ. of
New Mexico.

Ikeda, H. (1994). Personal and community networks of
the Vietnamese in Melbourne. Master's thesis, Monash
Univ.

Tomioka, M. (1994). How Japanese and Americans
present themselves in their initial encounters. Master's the-
sis, San Francisco State Univ.

Yamamoto, S. (1994). A qualitative study of Japanese
students' intercultural experiences in the U.S. in relation to
the developmental model of intercultural sensitivity.
Master's thesis, Portland State Univ.

Dohana, Y. (1995). An approach to cultural instruction
in ELT in Japan. Master's thesis, Hiroshima Univ.

Murayama, M. (1995). Silence: A comparison of Japa-
nese and U.S. interpretation. Master's thesis, Portland State
Univ.

lidaka, S. (1996). Identity issues of Japanese students in
the U.S. Master's thesis, Lesley College.
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Nomura, N. (1987). Ethnography of interaction at a
Japanese mental hospital. Doctoral dissertation, Stanford
Univ.

Muro, M. (1988). Acquiring the American way of learn-
ing: The cultural and intellectual assimilation of Japanese
children into an American elementary school. Doctoral dis-
sertation, Stanford Univ.

Gibson, K.M. (1992). Noma Hiroshi's struggle for the
total novel: Critical absorption of Balzac, Joyce, and Sartre.
Doctoral dissertation, Indiana Univ.

Sakuragi, T. (1994). Family independence/dependence
and symmetrical/complementary relationship orientation as
cultural values: Their measurement and relation to commu-
nicative predispositions. Doctoral dissertation, Univ. of
Minnesota.

Books, M. J. A. (1995). Communication styles of Japa-
nese and Americans: Six key styles explored. Doctoral dis-
sertation, The Union Institute Graduate School.

Yamaguchi, I. (1995). The anatomy of motivation: A
model analysis for cross-cultural comparison. Doctoral dis-
sertation, International Christian Univ.

Itaba, Y. (1995). Reconstructing Japanese rhetorical
strategies: A study of foreign-policy discourse during the
pre-Perry period, 1783-1853. Doctoral dissertation, The
univ. of Minnesota.

Suzuki, T. (1996). A rhetorical analysis of Japan's dra-
mas of modernity and emperor Hirohito's wartime role.

Doctoral dissertation, Northwestern Univ.
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The Summer Institute for Intercultural Communication 1997
Sessionl:July 16-18 Session2:July 21-25
Session3:July 28-August 1

For more information, please contact: The Intercultural
Communication Institute, 8835 SW Canyon Lane, Suite 238,
Portland, OR 97225, USA

Phone: 503-297-4622 Fax: 503-297-4695
E-mail:ici@intercultural.org

European Association for Japanese Studies

1997 Conference in Budapest
Date: August 27-30,1997
Place: College for Foreign Trade, Budapest, Hungary

For more information, please contact: Prof. George Hasko or
Prof. Judit Hidasi, Liget u. 22., H-1102 Budapest, Hungary
Phone: 36-1-260-35-03 Fax: 36-1-261-43-01

E-mail: Hidasi.judit@kkf.datanet.hu

California State University, Fullerton Conference
Date: March 19-21, 1998
Place: California State University, Fullerton

Theme: Interdisciplinary Theory and Research on Intercul-
tural Relations

Papers for the conference on any aspect of the above theme
should arrive by December 1, 1997.

For more information, Please contact: The Department of
Speech Communication Secretary, California State Univer-
sity, Fullerton, CA 92834-6868, USA.

Phone: 714-278-3617 Fax: 714-278-3377
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