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Blind Spots in the Study of Inter-
cultural Communication in Japan

%R ¥ (Midooka, Kiyoshi)

Due to the fact that Japan has been importing the
concept of intercultural communication from the
U.S., there are some problems left to be solved for
furthering the study in this area.
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A Significance of Jiang Zemin's
Visit to the U.S.A.

B Yt (Chen, Guang)

Chinese President Jiang Zemin had an official visit
to the U.S.A. in fall, 1997. At that time he showed
his pro-American feelings, which was very positive
because it was a sign of China's willingness to join
hands and cooperate with other countries in the
world.
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Report on the 8th Conference of
European Association for Japa-
nese Studies: The Status Quo and
the Future of Japanese Studies
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Judit Hidasi
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It is commonly believed that music is the
thing that connects people of different cultures
and countries. Scholars and representatives of
41 countries gathered in the capital of Hun-
gary, Budapest for a conference between 27-30
August 1997 which proved that Japanese stud-
ies can also connect people from different con-
tinents and from different backgrounds.

The 8th conference of the European Asso-
ciation for Japanese Studies was a milestone in
the history of this scholarly organization for
three reasons:

(1) It was the first time that EAJS was holding its
triennial meeting in Eastern Europe. EAJS was
established in 1973, but it long remained a
mainly West European organization. Its previ-
ous triennial conferences took place in Zurich
(1976), Florence(1979), The Hague (1982),
Paris(1985), Durham(1988), Berlin(1991)and
Copenhagen(1994). Over the last few years,
however, it has attracted more and more mem-
bers from Eastern Europe (presently over 110
members from this region). Hungary felt par-
ticularly honoured for being selected to host
this conference.

(2) It was the first occasion that we could greet
a Nobel-prize winner as the keynote speaker of




this academic gathering. In his opening lecture
"A Novelist's Response to the New Wave of Japa-
nese Studies" Oe Kenzaburo drew attention to
the importance of comprehensive discussion
and universal theory in all areas of cultural
studies, including Japanology.

(3) The plenary session was addressed by the
president of Hungary. Arpad Goncz, a famous
literary translator and writer in his civil life,
gave first hand reflections on Japanese litera-
ture.

The host-institution of the conference was
the College of Management and Business Stud-
ies, in particular its Institute for Oriental Com-
munication and Further Training. The campus
provided a convenient venue for the section-
meetings, discussions, book exhibitions and
formal or informal exchange of ideas. The over
500 participants of the conference (the 142
Japanese attendants outnumbered representa-
tives of any other country) presented 202 pa-
pers in the sections and poster sessions. A wide
range of topics was covered in the sections,
each convened by two prominent scholars of
EAJS.

. Urban and Environmental Studies
. Linguistics and Language Teaching
. Literature
. Visual and Performing Arts
. Anthropology and Sociology
. Economics, Economy and Social History
. History, Politics and International Rela-
tions
8. Religion, Thought and the History of Ideas

Most sections had invited outstanding Japa-
nese scholars as guest-speakers (M. Tokugawa—
Gakusyuin University and O. Endo—Bunkyo
University; H. li—Osaka University; I. Kumakura
—National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka; T.
Yoneyama—Hoso Daigaku; T. Yuzawa—
Gakusyuin University; T. Tanaka—Hitotsubashi
University; K. Miyamoto—Musashi University).

The topic of "The Future of Japanese Stud-
ies" was elaborated on the final day's panel dis-
cussion. Panelists from Australia, France, Great
Britain, Germany, Hungary, Turkey and the
United States gave reports on the status-quo of
Japanese studies in their respective countries,
and discussed future perspectives. Although
practices and views differ greatly from country
to country, all agreed that main-stream Japa-
nese Studies centers in the West and in Japan
should more intensively than before study each
others' activity in order to establish a more ef-
fective and realistic approach to the develop-
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ment of Japanology. Newly emerging academic
institutions in the countries of Eastern Europe
might mean on the other hand a new potential
especially as far as methodology is concerned.

Even in the age of new communication tech-
nologies it is hard to keep track of the recent
developments, current research activities and
achievements in the ever increasing variety of
subjects and disciplines related to Japan.
Hence, the triennial conferences of EAJS offer
an excellent opportunity to meet colleagues
from all over the world, to discuss topics of
mutual interest, to promote interdisciplinarity
in Japanese Studies. The next conference will
take place in August 2000 in Lahti, Finland.
(Professor at College of Management and Busi-
ness Studies, Budapest, Hungary——Former
College for Foreign Trade)
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Report on
the 8th Conference of the EA]JS

/A HE  (Komatsu, Teruyuki)

This is a brief report on the 8th Conference of the
European Association for Japanese Studies (EA]JS)in
Hungary I attended in the summer of 1997. In one
of the sessions of the conference, 23 presentations
on Japanese studies were made with anthropologi-
cal and sociological approaches.
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