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An Empirical Study of the Frequency

of Gesture Use: Potential
Effects of Language

SETO Chihiro

It 1s generally agreed among communication researchers that ways
of communicating, especially those of gesturing, vary from culture
to culture. Not only styles and meanings of gestures but also their
use frequency is culture-bound in connection with the languages
used by communicators. In terms of cultural contexts, the fre-
quency of gesture use increases in low-context cultures, whereas it
decreases in high-context cultures. In addition, the languages com-
municators employ may affect the frequency of their gesturing. In
this scholarly context, the present research attempts to prove that
the frequency of gesture use 1s affected not only by cultural contexts
but also by communicators’ chosen languages. Toward this goal,
this research empirically compares the gesture use frequency of
Japanese-English bilinguals whose mother tongue is Japanese with
that of English-Japanese bilinguals whose first language is English,
when they switch their languages. The paper first reviews the
literature on communicative gesturing, posing two hypotheses
concerned. Second, it introduces the research method employed.
Third and finally, the paper indicates research results with a discus-
sion on them.
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